
Study of 1 Peter 
Lesson 7    1 Peter 2:21-3:7 

A major theme in the Gospel is that as we model our lives after Christ, that we will not escape 
suffering, but we might victoriously and sanctifyingly endure afflictions.  Peter instructs his 
readers as to the nature of their sufferings.  No one will seek affliction unless they are 
convinced that greater good will be served.  Those of faith, are called to stand fast for the 
Glory of God and the higher good of their souls. As well as we are able, we are called to trace 
the footsteps of Christ.  Peter knew the cost of suffering for Christ. He and other apostles 
cried out not for release from suffering, but for boldness and faithfulness to proclaim Jesus 
as Lord.  
The Lord committed no sin and did not deceive.  His actions were pure, true, and right.  This 
example might have been especially noteworthy to servants and slaves.  While the Lord’s 
teaching often brought criticism he did not retaliate or curse his opposition. Peter portrays 
Christ as progressing from the sacrificial lamb to the shepherd and overseer of his people.    
Faith fixed on Christ not only impacts our vertical spiritual relationship but also our horizontal 
relationship with people.   
It is likely Peter was writing to more women than men, and many wives probably had 
unbelieving husbands.  It is likely that Peter expected the children to be influenced by their 
parents, so no specific instruction was included for them.  A Christian wife is to be a 
supportive helpmate not to a tyrant or stranger, but to the one man given by God in holy 
matrimony.  Support for a loving husband and not crossing the lines of sin, as that would be 
rebellion against her Heavenly Head.  A righteous wife could soften the heart of a hard-
hearted man.  With gentleness and humility, she seeks to win her husband to Christ.   
Much of what Peter has written about wives could be applied to husbands with disbelieving 
wives.  Husbands are not to live for their careers or entertainment or power or money, but to 
focus on becoming a holy and righteous man of God, worthy husband.  Men are to treat their 
wives with honor.  If a man fails to honor his wife properly, the Lord will not hear or heed his 
prayers.   
The grace of new life in Christ matures into glory where there will be neither male nor female, 
neither slave nor free, no differences.  (Galatians 3:28) 

 
1. Why should knowing that God calls us to suffer encourage us in our suffering? 
2. What comfort can we take from knowing that Christ suffered far much worse than we 

know or can imagine?  
3. Can you give Scriptural references to support the assertion that in Christ we are safe and 

even may be considered blessed in our suffering? 
4. How does faith in Christ enable us to suffer resolutely and prompt us to love our families 

more tenderly?  
5. Why does Peter give more attention to wives than to husbands (3:1-7).  
6. What are the implications that flow from knowing that we are subject to one another in 

Christ? (also see Ephesians 5:21-6:9) 



 


